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HER GIFTS.

A dear little mother is waiting apart
The mother or children three.

JTyIxrd," shecrie?, inthehnsholherheart,
u Wilt Thou take a eif t from me?
I hare heard the angels sing Thy birth,

I bave followed Thy shining star,
And here at the shrine of all the earth,

Io! I and my children are.

And all in the glow of the Christmas mom,
Ky gold to lay at Thy feet.

I am leading my darlings with care unworn,
"With brows that are pure and sweet.

O never had gems from the mines such worth
As the treasure to-da- y I bring

To the beautiful shrine of all the earth,
To the glorious Infant King.

M My children three, with their waving hair,
And the fearless loolc in their eyes,

They lisp Thy name in the vesper prayer,
And at matins when they rise.

Nothing they know of the dole and. dearth.
Of souls that with sin'have strivenj

They kneel at the 6hrino of all the earth.
4 Of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.' "

HThey stand in the shadow of pine and fir;
They listen, and floating through

They catch the answer that's seat to her
Through a rift in the upper blue:

Since the Christ-chil- d ,c3me to. the weary
earth

No gilts are to Him so sweet
As the children's hearts, with their joyand

mirth,
Lovingly brought to His feet,"

Margaret E. SangUtr, in Harper's Young Peo-
ple.

MUSIC-lilA- D.

Tho Story of a Christmas Eve
Wedding.

Original. , r
"Struck one chord of music, like the sound of

a crent amen."
T iva3 Christmas ere,

lSJ!ll?l!fl2llrM and. the young people
of Dayton had 311st
completed trimming
their church for thermsi&m.. fcttrn1 nxrss n nil

TfEi were chatting t o--
gether as they yut on the final touches.

"Oh, dear, how glad I am it is finished,"
said gay Eate Blossom; "my fingers are 3

rough as nutmeg-grater- a. Isn't it too bad
that we couldn't have had the wedding?"

"Hush!" said her companion, Alice H-
ater, in a low voice; "there is Hay com-
ing. She might hear you."

"Well, she knows we are al? her friends.
I am sure I am as sorry as I can be for her;
but I do think that Maurice Dawson is only
music-ma- d, and if he would give up all that
Jionscnse about 'lost chords' and 'music
in the air,' he would be as sane as auy-T)od- y.

"But be is losing his health; it is affected
by his malady, so it must be real."

"Nothing but monomania. If some one
would burn up all that music, he would give
up trying to be fk genius, and attend to his
Lusiness."

"Look at May; isn't she sweet?" whis-psre- d

Kate.
She had just finished a wreath of ever-

greens, and, while waiting for a place to
hang it, had thrown it over her head, where
it rested, giving to her fair, serene face the
look of one of Guide's saints. The stained
glass window at her back, and the intro-
spective look in her dark cyes,added to the il-

lusion. She was one of tiief avored few whom
every body loves, and as the girls regarded
her rapt expression they stopped working
and chatting, and became suddenly silent.
At the same moment some one entered the
organ-lof- t and touched the organ with a
practiced hand. The full, rich, pleading
tones rose high and swelled into a grand
hurst of exquisite music, that maintained
its supremacy for one entrancing moment,
then quavered and trilled, and wandered
off into an intricacy of unmelodious dis-
cord.

"Poor fellow," said one of the girls, with
a shudder. -- It is dreadful to hear him."

May Allen took tho wreath from her
head, and stepped aside from the halo of
light in which she. stood. Her face was
transfigured.

"Did you notice how nearly he accom-
plished the closing strain in that cantata?
It he could have held the notes in there-pea- t,

but that is where he fails only he
will succeed yet. I am sure that when he
does, he will be well again."

"He ought to go to ivorkl" exclaimed
Alice Baker, impetuously. " I have no pa-

tience with him."
" Work!" TCtorted May, with sudden an-

ger, which was raro to her, "who works
harder than he to find and maintain that
equilibrium of music that is always escap-
ing and tormenting him? Do not the best
judges who have beard him say that his
compositions arc wonderful? That he would
be to music what Poe was to poetry if he
could succeed. 1 wfeh I could help him."

She wrung her hands and burst into an
ecstasy of weeping.

All the youiur things crowded about and
kissed her, while Alice Baker pleaded for
pardon for her thoughtless speech. May
was too gentle and good to hottl anger long,
and peace was soon restored. But when
the girls bad finished their work on tho
church decorations,, she slipped up-stair- s

and stood by the- - side "of the "mad musi-
cian," Maurice Dawson. He was nervously
fingering some manuscript notes that lay
on the rack before him.

"Is it the Christmas music, dear?" she
asked, gently, as she stole to his side.

He started and laughed mirthlessly.

SglpFW t ! -

SHE TmtEW THE WREATH OVER 1IER HEAD.

"I thought you were a ghost," be said,
"or an angel seat to help mo find those lost
chords."

"I will be your good angel," said the girl,
fondly. "Oh, Maurice, they say such dread-
ful things. That you are-a- re "

"Mad, yes, ha ha! I know itl the mad
musician; but all musicians are mad. They
must be. Else how could they comprehend
the immensity of their work. Mad! mad!
"Yes, dear; and perhaps I am not mad
enough! That.iswhyl can not finish my
Christmas theme. I have it in my brain,
though the song of the Chaldean shepherds,
of the morning stars such joy, rapture

listen: "When the herald angels sing,"
and he repeated the exquisite music he had
played, but when he would have reached
the exalted strains of adoration, it became
again a senseless jumble, and the poor fel
low laid his head down upon his beloved
manuscript and wept aloud.

All the love and devotion of her intensely
loyal and womanly nature was revealed in
Slay Allen's face, as sho was thus made
sware of her lover's weakness and dis-
quietude. How could she help him, was
the dominant thought of her souL

If I couldQ to .Europe,'' ho saia, at last,
raising his pale face from his nerveless,
emaciated hands, "I could find the lost
chords. In the ld cathedrals, filled with
echoes of the songs the masters have sung,
I would reach heights that I can never at-
tain here. I would come so near to Heaven
Jfcat I should- - catch- - the song of serapMra

and cherubim the chorus of endless bliss
that the sons of men once heard when the
morning stars sung together for joy."

So he wandered on. Not one word for
her whose young life he had blighted,
whose loving heart he had well nigh
broke. May watched and comforted him
as best she could, with a few tender words
of hope for the future, and tried to lure him
away from the tempting presence of his en-

chantress. But he turned from her with
an angry shrug of the shoulders.

" They are callingyou below," lie said, as
the voices of the girls came up to the organ-lof- t.

"I suppose they're afraid to come up,
ha! ha! This is Christmas eve, isn't it?
What was I to do? let me think. O, there
was the'festival music. I have it now, all
but those lost chords. And there was a
wedding march. Who was to be married?"

with a sudden touch of suspicion in bis
manner "you, was it May, to Hiram
Wright!"

" Ob4 no! no!" cried the poor girl, cover-
ing her face with his hands. "In mercy,
no."

" He has no music in his soul, but he is
rich, and he has always loved you, May.
You know I can never marry you. The
eaele doesnot mate with the dove. Yes,
May,xmarry your black-browe- d lover, and he
can blow the organ bellows while I play
divine symphonies for the world to hear
and applaud. Music-ma- d, do they say? Oh,
it is a sweet madness! arc you crying? I
can play tears and sighs ! I love them ha !

ha!"
Then she left him and went down-stair-s

with a heavy, heavy heart. There were
the girls and the young men who had called
for their sisters and sweethearts. Among
them was Hiram Wright, who had neither
sister nor sweetheart there.

" He's waiting for you," said Kate Blos-
som, tucking her little gold thimble into her
pocket. "I wouldn't lose it for any
thing," she admitted in May's ear, " because
George Simpson sent it to me from Paris,
and it has our initials on the band. There's
Hiram Wright waiting to see you home."

" Don't leave me, Kate, dear," said May,
eagarly, " walk that way with me. I can
noi bear his company just now."

The church was prettily trimmed with its
arches and wreaths of evergreen, and the
star that was to be illuminated by a lamp
at the evening service. The girls hurried
about getting their wraps and hoods on
for the air was cold and chatting alto
gether as they did so.

" I hope old Michel will have it good and
warm this evening," said one, as she shiv--
ercd about.

" There's Maurice up-3t$i- girls; he
musn't stay there," suggested Alice Baker.

" Oh, he goes home when he gets ready,"
whispered another, fearful that May would
overhear her. "Poor fellow ! they say he's as
poor as a church mouse since he's given up
his business, and gone to studying music"

May did hear, and smiled to herself at the
congruity of the statement. What if he
were, she had enough for both, if only that
were needed. But an unbalanced mind!
Who could restore the treasure of intellect
that he had so nearly lost?

On their way home, Hiram Wright man-
aged to walk by May's side, and whenever
there was an opportunity poured into her
ear his insidious words. At last, stung by
her silent contempt, he asked her taunting-
ly what she had done with her "mad lover."

He must indeed have believed that all
was lost, when he could so far forget him-
self, but he was not prepared for the superb
anger of the woman he loved and who now
openly scorned him.

"Mad he may be, as you say," she retortr
ed, in a loud, firm voice, "but I call Heaven
to witness that I would rather die with him
than live with you."

The young man persisted as if she had not
spoken.

"Whydoxou refuse the love of a man
who can give you every thing, for one who
can give you nothing ? What comparison is
there between us?"

"None; or if you insist there is one, that
I can give you. You are in love with your-
self, butIauriee is in lave with me. It is
disloyalty to him to even speak hi3 name to
you."

And yet,"" he sneered, "he leaves yoi to
come home in my company, while he fol-
lows the promptings of a whim, and makes
an ifiol of an idea, a chimera of the brain."

" We will not discuss him further, and
after this I do not wish your further ac-

quaintance, Mr. Wright," said May, with
dignity.

"Do you mean what vou say, May
Allen?"

"I do; you have proved any thin? but a
friend to Maurice Dawson since calamity
overtook him. You knew that I was his
promised w.fe that this very Christmas eve
we were to have been marrisd; but for this
unhapxy visitation. Yet you force your
unwelcome attentions upon me, vhen you
would not dare to address me if Maurice
were himself."

" Have you finished!" inquired the
young man, in a husky voice, "be-
cause if you have I will go, and
if I can help it never sec your face
again. And, as for your mad musi-
cian, you may think less of him when he
goes to a mad-hous- e, where he is certain to
end his eareer."

Poor May. Sho walked into her home
with dilated eyes, and such an expression
of despair on her face, that her mother rose
from her chair by the open lire, and de-

manded in a frightened voice:
"What is it; What has happened, May,

to make you look like that?"
And May sobbed it out on her mother's

shoulders, ending with the despairing re- -

frain:
"And this is Christmas eve, when every

one ought to be so happy!"
"May," said Mrs. Allen, gently, "we are

not put into rTiis life only to secure happi
ness. The great Founder of Christmas
came into the world to suffer for others.
Can you not think less of yourself, and of
Maurice, and wait patiently until there is a
change. Sometimes, my child, the darkest
hour is just before the dawn."

"I will try, mother," said May, sadly. "I
wish now I had not spoken as I did to
Hiram Wright. Bat he looked so strong
and triumphant and seemed to rejoice so at
the misfortunes of poor Maurice that I
could not bear it. I only wish I may never
see him again."

It was the echo of his own wish. But on
his way home Hiram met the old sexton of
the church hurrying off as fa3t as his
rheumatic old limbs would bear him.

"I promised my gal I would look in on
her an' tho babbies on Christmas eve," he
said; "now you're a smart young man, an'
would ye mind being a bit obligin' like,
and lookin' after the church door to-nig-

The fire is all right in the furnace. Only
when ye come out, mind ye don't lock enny
one in."

Hiram had it on his mind that he would
hand the key which the old man thrust on
him to the first one he met who was likely
to bo at the church that evening; then he
concluded to go himself. May would be
there and he wanted to show her how littlo
he cared for her he would sit with Alico
Baker and see her home.

But Alice Baker was not there. Pretty
Kate Blossom was as saucy and piquant as
ever, and May Alien looking more com-
posed and happy than he had seen her for
some tkne. He tried in vain to guess tho
reason why.

He would have sneered had he known.
He was not accustomed to square his own
life by principle, and he could not under
stand it in others. If he had known that
May had taken her mother's advice, and de-

termined to bide patiently until there came
some way out of her trouble, he would have
called it "cant." But in the very act of
submission there came to the girl's sorrow-
ing heart a message of peace and good-wil- l,

and half of its heavy load was lifted by in-

visible hands. That was the peace past un-
derstanding which shone in her face, And
attracted Hiram Wright

The church servico was a pretty choral
rite that was simply commemorative of the
season. All the young people who had
helped in decorating the edifice were pres-
ent to admire the effect, and a largo as
sembly of others who never failed to attend j
oa Christmas eve. The pretty-staine- d !

glass, the evergreen trimmings, the boy
choristers, the Christmas music, thi3 year
outrivalled any previous occasion. Peace
on earth, good-wi- ll to men ran through
every soul present as an anthem of future
promise. After the benediction, as the
congregation rose to disperse, a grand vol-

untary sang out from the organ. May at
once recognized the exaltations ol the mu-

sic, and she whispered to Kate Blossom:
"Too bad! they should not have let Mau-

rice come; it excites him so much, and he
always fails to carry out the last score; he
will create a discord."

But this time there was no hesitating, no
false notes or futile efforts after lost
chords. With a practiced hand he played,
on and on, and the people stopped to listen,
until at last, in one magnificent diapason of
harmony, the music faded into melodious
silence.

No one broke that sacred stillness by
--worls of praise then. Afterwards they
said it was of more than mortal sweetness
and grandeur. May alone hastened to con
gratulate the musician, but he was gone
already when she reached the organ loft.
For a moment she waited; the score of the
music lay on the rack before her,-- butT of-th-e

player there was no more sign'-thani- f

he had "been wafted away with one of his
own celestial strains.

' He has gone down the other stairs,"
she thought, "on purpose to avoid me. Oh,
my dear, I would not have complained to---n

ght. I, too, am music-mad- ."

All in a moment she stood in dark-
ness; the church lights were out, and tho
door closing.

"Hiram," she called, in sudden terror, a3
sho saw the dark face of her rejected lover
for a moment; he paused and looked at her.
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"HE PLVTED WITH THE IIAITURE O? GRAT-

ITUDE."

By the lantern on the snow, she sr.w him
smile, forh-dJing- , sneering, vindictive.

" Don't leave me here," she cried. "You
dare not " But the heavy door wa3
closed and locked while !he was speaking.

She fltiw to the windows, shrieking
"Help! help!" but no one heard her. Thju
it occurred to her that it was only a jok2.
Hiram h.id locked har in, not unwilling that
she should havo a fright, but ho would
soon come back and release her that he
could dre to leave her there for the night
was too horrible. Why, the lright of it
would lull her by morning!

Then she sat down in one of the pews and
tried to think what she da

They would not miss her, because each
would think she was with the other. Her
mother would worry a little, but as the
night wore en, she would believe her safe
at home with Kate Blossom or Alice Baker.
And Maurice once he would not have slept
till he had said "good night" to her. Now
he would not miss her no, even though
this was to have been their bridal eve.

It was not cold. A great fire had been
made m the furnace in the basement, and
the heat was almost intense, but it was
drearily lonely. May would have given
much for the company of that church
mouse the girls had been laughing about.
From time to time there wert threatening
noises, as some straight-backe- d pew
groaned in fiber, or the floors give b.ick
some echo that had lingered in them. Bat
surely that was the organ! An.l that was
Maurice playing! soft, sweet an 1 steady
the tones rolle.l in subdued grandeur
through the silent church. SpeJ-boun- J,

May sat and listened.
It was Maurice Dawson who was play-

ing, not the mad musician, but the former
Maurice, clothed and in his right mind,
who, in finding the last chord of Christ-
mas music, had also found himself. Hj
had hurried to May as soon as church wa3
over that evening, but, somehow, had
missed her, and, when he went to her
home, was told that she must have gone to
spend the night with Kate.

Then, restless, impelled by some urg'ng
spirit tliat was not one of the capacious
fancies that had lately held him in thrall,
but a sane and earnest desire to once more
test the wonderful production he had given
to the world, ho went to the church, and,
entering by a way he knew of, sought his
beloved instrument, to find that it was, in-

deed, a reality he had found, and, im-

prisoned in its fetters of sweet sound, the
lost chord. He played with the rapture of
gratitude, and, when he had finished, lifted
his eyes and saw May standing beside him.

When Hiram Wright heard tho bells
pealing forth the Christmas chimes he
covered his head and trembled like a guilty
thing. Would the old sexton hear her and
let her out from that ghostly imprison-
ment? No, for ne had the key. He did not
need that to climb to the bell-towe- r. Sleep
he could not, and he tossed till morning,
and then went forth to hear what? That
Maurice Dawson had been married in tho
church before the midnight hour rang!
That the whole village had been present,
so quickly had the news of his dastardly
conduct spread, and the rector himself had
suggested the happy linalc to a year of mis-er- v.

And Kate Blossom had cried, and in
the excitement proffered her gold thimble
for the wedding-ring- . And, as a climax,
every one held out the hand of peace on
earth and good-wi- ll to Hiram Wright. Like
the traitorous Roman maiden who gave up
the gates of the city for the bracelets of the
soldiers, he was killed by the kindness 0
those who despised him.

Jl k.ct-ula-
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Couldn't Fool Him Again.
"Are you going to hang your stocking to-

night, Gillispoon?" asked Clairette Coshan-niga- n

of one of her mother's boarders.
"Not much! I got enough of that last

Christmas. I hung a silk sock, and Flip-ken- s

filled it with toasted cheese, and the
rats chewed holes in the sock and spoiled
it. You can't fool me again."

Not Ken a Tall-Feath- er.

"Pa, did you lose all your money in tho
Chicago fire?" asked Maud Estelle of her
father.

"Well, dear, Job's turkey was a capitalist
compared with me on the morning after the
fire."

"I don't know what you mean by that."
"Why, don't you read your Bible Job's

turkey had one tail feather, I believe."

Too Small, for a Eykc.
"What are you doing with that wash-tub!- "

exclaimed Mrs. Do Ton to her son
Torkyon Christmas eve, as he deposited
the article alongside the mantel in the par-
lor. .

'Tve been asking Santa Clause for a bi-

cycle and my stocking is too small to hold
it, ma, so I got the biggest thing I could
find in the house."

Had His Hat Under It.
"What do you mean by hanging that

dirtytorn stocking on my door-bel- l! " said:
an irate gentleman to a tramp whom ha
found sitting on his front doorsteps on
Christmas morning.

"It's dcV ondly wun I got, boss, en I got
mo 'at 'under it ter catch any wittals a?
drops frew dcr holes."

HOME, FARM AND GARDEN.

A parden, the Moravian thinks, is
onequalcd as a teacher of patience.

By the way, is it not singular that
florists have done so much for form
and color in flowers and so little for
perfume? Macon Telegraph.

When you have spilled anything
on the stove, or milk has bailed over
and a suffocating smoke arises, sprinkle
the spot with salt and it will disappear
immediately. Montreal Witness.

To clean men's clothing, mix two
parts alcohol and one part ammonia;
rub vigorously with sponge or woolen
cloth. Good to clean all kinds of wool
goods or carpets. Christian at Work.

Minute Pudding: Put one quart
of milk, or as much as you want, in a
kettle on the stove; when it boils, add
a little salt, and stir in flour until it is
thick. To-b- e eaten warm with sweet-
ened cream. The Caterer.

The reason why the lower or white
portions of the stems of asparagus are
less tender than the upper or green
parts is'tliat they arc older. The stem
grow from the top, not the bottom.
As theshoots increase in age the woodj
fiber increases. Troy Times.

Washday Pudding: One cup oi
meal, two-thir- ds cup of sugar, two-thir- ds

cup of currants and raisins, salt,
stir well into one and one-thir- d quarts
of boiling water and bake two hours.
Eat cold, with or without sauce. It is
nice with milk. Detroit Tribune.

Excellent Sponge tJake: Thret
eggs, beat till very light; add one and
a half cups of sugar; beat; one cup o
flour, with one teaspoonful of cream
of tartar stirred imo it; beat; one hall
cup of cold water, with one half tea-spoonf- ul

of soda; beat; one cup ol
flour; beat; bake, the quicker the bet-

ter and not burn; frost it and it will
keep moist Gold Housekeeping.

In storing away garden seeds place
tbe:n in woolen bags, with a piece ol
gnin camphor in each bag, and rlsa
'dut tho seeds with insect powder.
These methods will protect the seed;
against insects, which destroy man
kinds, such as peas beans, etc. Al!
oeods should bo kept in a dry place,
and an examination of tlum should bj
ruailc several times during the whiten

Chicago Journal.
Crjam Cheese: Sot a pan o

clabbered milk on the stove; heat unti
the curd is separated from the whey
turn into a colander, set a weight on il
until every bit of the whey is pressed
out, after which thoroughly stir into
the curd a half teacupful of thick,
sweet cream, adding a little salt and
pepper. This makes a nice dish for
tea. Fresh buttermilk is excellent,
treated in thi same wav. Plowman.

MARKET EEPOETS.
Grain and I'rcnlslons.

St. Loms, Dec. 13.
FLOClt Firm and active; XXX.

family, Ji.n'J.fW; choice, fc.2C23.30; fancy,
t3.50Gi3.C5; extra fancy, S3.&K2-4.U)- ; patents, S4.15

fri.80.
Wheat Firm; No. 2 red cash. WM)Hc;

December, M)4c; January, 80'S,fcOic; Febru-
ary, May, 67U87Jic.

Cons Unchanged; Xo. 2 mixed cash, SCc;

December, January. S57c; February,
&c, May, .i'ic.

Oats Xo. ii lixcd cash, 20c; December, 23ic
aid.

KYE At 53.Bahixy Xo market.
Phodcce Butter, firm; choice to fancy

creamery, 24327c; do. dairy, 15223c. Eggs,
firm at 21 e.

Phoyisiox? Pork, weak; S11.G011.75. Lard,
lower; ?C.10. Bulk meats, easier; loose lots,
long clear, &.: short ribs, ?5.75; short clear,
?3..0; boxed lots, long clear, S5.C5: short ribs,
Sj.i5; short clear, c."j.90. Bacon, lower; long
clear, Jf.o!; short ribs, 80.75; short clear, fO.M.
Hams, steady: i!i.733-".00- .

Whisky Steady at 81.13.

Cattle Strong; choice Christens becres,
choice heavy native steers, &.2."j

4.73; butchers steers, $3.00(i,4.20.
Sheep Strong; Christmas mutton, S4.1&3

4.00; common to fair, il.Kxa4.00.
Hogs Weak; choice heavy and butchers se-

lections, W.404.t3; packers, S4.13&4.35; York-
ers, 3.9334Ji5J.

CHICAGO, Dec. IS.
Flour Unchanged; Southern winter wheat

flour, 3.7.t4.00: soft spring wheat patents,
$4.00(5.3.423; choice to 'fancy Minnesota patents,
i4.'5g4-r- t.

Wheat Xo. 2 spring, 7CJic; Xo. 3 spring, 71o;
Xo. 2 red, 77c.

Cobs Xo. 2, 7G?'c.
Oats Xo. 2, 26c.
Rye Xo. 2. 5351c
BAKLKY Xo. 2, 3SS3c.
Phoduce Butter, firmer; good to choice

creamery, 232fcc; good to choice dairy, 21&24c
Egps at 24g23c for fresh.

Phoyisions Pork, mess, $11 JO. Lard, JGJSStf.
Short rib sides, loose, 3.70(35.75. Boxed meats,
dry salted shoulders, $4.ti04.83; short clear
sides, J6.1).G.15.

Cattle Steady; Christmas beeves, 85.00
5.30; shipping steers of U30 to 1,300 pounds, S3.S0

t4.70.
Sheep Lower; natives, 52.0035.00; Western

grades, S2.5O&4.00.
Hogs Lower; rough and mixed, 83.734.80;

packing and shipping, W.233.50; light weights,
t3.G5S4.30.

Xew Yoiik, Dec. 18.

Flour Firm; superfine western and state,
f2.3.V3-3.15- ; good to choice western X and state,
3.4O5.10; common to choice extra St. Louis,

82.00(25.10.

Wheat Active; Xo. 2 spring, 90J4c; Xo.3
spring, 83c; Xo. 3 red, fc7J&8Sc; Xo. 2 red, S9i

S34c; December, 8SX 9; January, S0,4&00c;
February, 91'4291Jc; March, 93g,ttlc; May,
S3 lMG96!ic.

Co rx Less active; ungraded, 4GH18"4e;
Xo. 3, 4Gc; No. 2, 47"4&47fic; December, 4754c;
January, 48t-c-; February, 49?fc; May, 51Jc.

Oats Quiet; mixed western, 35S3G54c; white
western, S741c.

Rye Xo market.
Barley Xo market.
Produce Butter firm: western, 1229c;

Elgin creamery, 31c. Eggs, firmer; western
.'resh, 2427c.

Provisions Pork, finn; mess, 810X0ll.O0;
family mess, 812.00. Cut meats, firm; middles
dull; long clear, 6c; pickled hams, 99&c;
pickled bellies, GhQGc; pickled shoulders,
3c; smoked shoulders, firm: smoked hams,
104llc. Lard, strong; western steam spot,
8C.51G.5G; city steam, 86.35.

Cattle Prime steers higher atf4.00g5.40; a
few tops at J3.503.C0, and 18 Christmas cattle
at 8C.00.

Sheep Dull at SL50&6.G0 for sheep and 85.00
rlG.50 for lambs.

Hogs Firmer at 84J0-1.70- .

Kansas City, Dec. 18.

Flour Dull; XX, S5c; XXX, 90oS8l.00;
family, fl.lOSlJM; choice, 81.401J0; fancy,
IIJ51.G0; extra fancy, 81.051.70; patent, 12.00
62-1- rye, 8l.451.70.

Wheat Better; Xo. 3 red winter, cash, 63Ho
bid, 0454c asked; December, G3!c bid; January,
64c bid. Xo. 3 soft winter, cash and December,
G75xC bid, GSc asked. Xo. 2 soft winter, cash and
December, 7354c bid, 73Jc asked; Janucry, TCo

asked; May, SI He bid, Uc asked. Xo. 2 red
winter, cash, 68J4c bid, 69J4.C asked; December,
69c; January, 69Kc bid, 70Hc asked; February,
722c asked; Mfcy, 75Hc bid, TGc asked.

Corn Steady; No. 2 cash, 30Jic bid, 30Mo
asked; December, 30J4c bid, 30c asked; Jan-
uary, Mc; February, 32Kc; May, S6Hc bid, S6"4o
asked. Xo. 2 white, December, 31c asked;
May, STHc bid.

Oats Nominal.
Rye No. 2 cash, 33c bid, December, 44c bid;

January, 44c bid.
Produce Butter, slow; creamery fancy, 27c:

good. 23c; fine dairy, 20c; store packed, choice,
13&14c; roll, choice, 1214. Eggs firm at 22c
per dozen for fresh.

Provisions Hams, 10Hc; breakfast bacon,
10c; dried beef, 9c; mess pork, 811.00; tierco
lard, 83.73; clear rib sides, smoked, 8GJ0; lonjj
clear, 86.40; shoulders, 83.50; short clear, S&S0.

Cattle Fairly steady; native cows, 8i00
3.00; butchers', $3.0004.10; shippers, 83.754JO.

Sheep Steady; stockers, 81.10L65; feed-
ers, 82.105A33; good muttons, 83J0g33; com-
mon, SUOtgiSO.

Hogs Higher; fair to good packing, &U0
L23; light, 83J5S4.C6.

Aligator Skin.
A sign in a Broadway trunk and

gripsack store that attracts n

of many people passing by is
placed over a medium-size- d valise, and
reads: "Genuine English alligator
skin." A clerk inside said that the
sign did not mean that the leather of
the bag was from an English alligator,
bnt that the skin of an American alli--

had been tanned and made np infator and the bag imported thence
to meet the demands of the trade that
wants the British Btamp on every
thing. - - - - r

"It is not so good, or, -- at best, no
better than an American made valise of
the best quality, and it is a deal more
expensive. The alligator leather in-

dustry is new in this country as
compared with other fine leather
manufactures, but it is a great in-

dustry and employs the best skill. It
is older here than'in England. The first
use of alligator leather was about
eighteen years ago, when a Massachu-
setts shoemaker turned some into
shoes. They were not particularly
good shoes, because the proper way of
tanning the leather was not under-
stood, but they were novel and the
leather attracted attention. N. Y. Sun.

Foe twenty years Mrs. John Gemmell,
Milroy, Mifflin County, Pa., was paralyzed
and unable to walk. She used St. Jacobs
Oil and was cured.

The home stretch trying to make both
ends meet. 2iew Haven Xees.

" Consumption Can be Cured."
Dr. J. S. Combs, Owensvillej 0., says: "I

have given Scott's Emulsion of Cod Liver
Oil wuth Hypophosphites to four patients
with better results than seemed possible
with anv remedy. All were hereditary
ases of Lung disease, and advanced to that

stage when Coughs, pain in the chest, fre-

quent breathing, frequent pulse, fever and
Emaciation. All these cases have increased
in weight from 10 to. 2S lbs., and are no
now needing any medicine."

Crosseii many times, but leaves no mark
Old ocean. St. Louis CImmiek.

A Lady's Unfortunate Experience,
"Was that of one of our acquaintanco who
suffered from scrofula, a yellow complex
ion and distress of tho stomach, for years i

before using ur. nartcrsiroa ionic, wiucu
finally cured her.

Sun wouldn't hut he wooed, and finally
they were both one. Merchant Traveler.

"I hatt: bee afflicted with an Affec-
tion of the Throat from childhood, caused
bv diphtheria, and have used various rem-
edies, but havo never found any thineequal
to Brown's Bronchial Troches." Her. G.
2T. F. Hampton, Hiktion, Ky. Prico 25 cts.

.

Judging from the recent defalcations,
this might be called " the ace of steal."

Like Oil Upon Troubled "Waters is Hale's
Honey of Horehound and Tar upon a cold.
Pike's Toothacho Drops Cure in one minute.

" Excuse the liberty I take, ' remarked
the escaping convict.

Best, easiest to use and cheapest Piso's
Remedy for Catarrh. By druggists. 50c.

In ancient times torches were used at
weddings. Xow the torcher comes after
the honeymoon. X. Y. Graulde.

"Waiter, I see you have turtle soup on
the menu; is it mock turtle" 'No, sir;
mud." Tid-Bi- U.

- Si

The printer makes us speak of kissing
'sub nosa." Well, that will do jest as

wclL WaJdngton Hort.
m

It costs money to advertise, but it costs
more money not to advertise. Hhiladelpha
CaU.

Dice seldom come out of the box the same
way. They are always getting rattled.
Mercluutt Trateler.

There is one recommendation for buck-
wheat griddle-cake- s as an article of diet.
They arc always round if you want them.-Lvic- ell

Citizen.

An Indiana woman has invented a burg-
lar alarm. For mercy's sake! Why does
she want to wake up the burglars when
they arj asleep.

"Pa, why is a girl called r. belle?" asked
Clara. "O, I guess it is because of her
tongue," unfeelingly replied the old man.
A. 5' Hutu

When does the captain of the ship com-
mit self-mutilati- i When he goes oa
shore and leaves his hands behind him.

If twenty-s-e .'en inches of snow givo
three inches of water, how much milk will
a cow give when fed'on rutabaga turnips?

m

A Vermont man having invented a cow-ta- il

holder, Tid-Bi- U wants to know what is
the matter with the original cow.

" Butter has made no gains in strength
since last week," says a market report.
Who wants it to gain strength? FicLH
Hun.

It is strange, but true, that a woman
with a new bonnet always carries lief
oarasol closed. Xck Hiivti 2TaXL

A QQD ENOUGH
QUI & FAMILY OIL CAN.

The most practical, largo sized
Oil Can in the market. Lamps are
filled Ulrcctby the pump without
lifting can. No dripping oil onisi Floor or Table. No Faucet to
leak and waste contents or cause
explosions. Closes perfectly al?

bgdodIS tight. "Vo Lenkaie-X- o Evap-
oration Absolutely safe.

EHDUGHW Don't be Humbugged with
worthless imitations. Buy the

Good Xnoncli." ManTd.by

WKFIE1D MMFG. CO.,

Warren, Ohio.
told "oy FlrstKHais Dealers Everywhere.

STJPPIaED BY JOOBCB8.

COOEXE'S
ANTI-BILIOU- S

THE GREAT ENGLISH REMEDY
For LlTir, B1U. IadlresUoa. etc ITtm troa Ucrcory;
coauiBi oalr Par vegetstke Inrradicat. Artats
VBYKB BROS. CO.. Br. Louis, Xo.

Dr. Wa. Hall's Balaam for the rCsasa
cures cough, colds, pneomonla, asthma, whooping-coug- h

and all diseases of the Throat, Caeit and
X.BBCS leading to Coaaamptloa. Price, 2S&, 60c
and tlXD. Illuminated boots furnished free.

JohxF. HrrBY& Co., Kerr York.

Reliable SALESMEN toWAfiTED Travel and fell to the trade
our Celebrated Clara. Tnhiio.

eo. Cigarettes, etc. Liberal arrangesienu. Salary
or Commission. Address Immediately, NrWYoBK
& Havaxa Cioak Oo, No. 1 Fourth ATencc. N. T.

h LIHfTEFFERTlTMNCE!
ijjr 0an4o P-,- for J''irf" Tli- -
U(jT WC?lll.S Kcriptlon to the TVeekly
Ajaerlcaa Xaral Borne. Rochester. N. Y7.
xrltbont premium If rabfcrlbed for by Norember.
December. 1S6S. and January. 1SS7 " tie Cheapest
and Best Weekly la the World." S pages. 45 to S col-
umns. IS year old. ForOae Dollar yon haTeoae
choice from OTer ISO different Cloth-Boun- d Dollar
Volumes. 300 to 330 pp., and paper one year, post-
paid. Book postage, lie Extra, SOjOUO book giren
away. Among them are: Law Without Lawyers:
Family Cyclopedia: Farm Cyclopedia: Fanners' and

Tears Before the Mast: Peoples' HLtory of United
States; Unirercal History of all Nations; Popular
History ClTil War (both sides).

Any one book and paper, one yeanall pot-pJd.- f or
81.1S only. PaperaloneaSc, If subscribed forby
January 30. 13S7. Satisfaction guaranteed on books
and Weekly, or money refended. Reference: lion.
C.n.PARSoS's.JCayorRochester. Sample papers,2c.

KCtCAvL. HOME CO.. (Limited).
TVIUiOBt resales, 35c a year! Boca ester, N.T.

-- LUMBAGO-LAME BACK.

Suffered 15 Tears aad Cured.
. llTdePrk,Scr&nton,Pa.

I have ben troubled vita lame tacr for the
Ut tea or nnea yean, and darlcg mat time
hxe tried U kinds of remedies, but loand no
relief. I tried St. Jacobs OIL which I &m hap-
py to tar his completely cured me.

J1K3.D.H.WADE.

Could sot "Rise aad Cored.
147 Torfe Street, Sidney, X. S. W.

I bad a severe .ttsck ol rheumatic Inmbaso,
rcDrterlne me unable to rise from mr chair,
and applied St. Jacobs I vas so
far TeueTed that ttepaln was remoed. and

"" Has notrtftarfied. - WALTEn HAYJJES.
- - - spice Merchant.

Severe lVnmbaco Cured.
XewTorlcK.T.

I had a Terr severe cims or lambaeo, so that
I could hardfr walk. A friend or mine recom-
mended St. Jacobs Oil. I tried a bottle: it
relieved me. I tried another bottle: it cured
me, and now I would not be without It tr it
cost 5 per bottle. C. C. SH AYNE.

TUE CHARLES A.VOGELER CO, Baltimore. Sid.

pSlARCQUGHCUg!
VKEE IT.O JI OPIATES A2JD POISON.

SAFE.
SURE.
PROMPT.

5Cts,
AT 11CUG01ST3 A5IT wuiiw.

THE CII AKLES A.YOti KLKK CO. lialUmoreId.

20 Year CTv LYDIA E.liecord, Ov

jrvVV-- U vA VEGETABLE

tr J5"'j" RSIWjkJ
COMPOUND,

IsaPositiTeCare
cr ALL ol those Painful

DeHc&to Complaints and
Compliccted troubles and
Weaknesses so common
among our Wives, Mothers, :

and Dsuhters. I

Jt will cure entirtJj;
cilovnrianorragitK.1

11 titfx' s ftvv.a.--
tioa ana Ulcera-
tion,vMMm Falling and

h)Z& ' JJZrDlfpiacanaita; a

.0 4P !.. paruSlZrly I

t ,;ySS-,rf,Tjf- i to th
Tho Woman's Sure Friend change of life.
a SC3CIC1X. orTRATIOXS 03

crnr Caxcer, rcrrr wnxnxsnt ail cntcrxsr-ixcES- , .act
xxmsjiosTwirnrnErji'wsoMfjiTtrss. LJ iiuiimcii
03T BTX21SQ BOW. CXMSZSti rid, WBGET MSB BACSUCXO;

IS iiWATS rXXUtiXCTLT CCBZD BY ITS USZ.

rS-So- Id by Dm sjgfats. Price S 1 . per bottle.
31 rs. rinMiarn'aLlTcr rills cure constipation. 25c.

I (GjpcinE)

FOROUSITOTER
HIGHEST AWARDS OF MEDALS

IX AMERICA AXD XTJKOPE.
ThoneateKt, ouickext. safest and mot powerful renv

eu
baco

cUts of tho hlsbert repute. Benson's Plasters prompt-
ly relieve and cure where other plasters and greasy
inlvw, liniments and lotions, are absolutely useless.
Ueware of Imitations under similar soundin? names.
uch as "CaptJcum." "Capucin," " Capsicine," as they

tre utterly worthless anil intended to rfecelire. Auk roa
BKSaOX'8 AND TAKE SO CTHEBS. AlldrugplsW.

SEABUKY & JOHSBON. Proprietors. New York.

Holiday Mussg
--FOR-

HQLiDM mi
No gift to a lover of muMc can be more appropri-

ate, or clve more ondniint; pleasure, than our excel
lent collections of tho anest music, such as are here
mentioned. Any book mailed promptly for retail
price.

CLASSICAL WORKS.
Beethoven's Sonatas, celebrated Lebcrt and Von

Bulovr edition, 2 vols., each $3. or cloth embossed,
each f0.

Mendelssohn's Songs Wlthont Word"!, fl.
Chopin's Mainrkas (1), Us Kocturnes (CO eta.) OOd

his Waltzes (ct.)Franz's Album of Songs, 2.00.
Halfdan Kjerull's Album, SLSO.

POPULAR CCLLECTIQKS.
Choice Vocal Dnets, ILOO.
Minstrel Sonc.-.f-'.O- O.

Rhymes and Tunes, $1.00.
Young People's Classics for Piano, fLOO.
Gems of Strauss, 12.00, gilt 3.00.

GOOD READING IH ELEGANT BOOKS.
Rltter's Students History of Music, $2J0.
Mendelssohn's Letter. 2 vols., each ld

Trilojry (Wagner's), U) ct.
Lives of all the Ureat Masters, euch from SIM) to tX

XKJAS CANTATAS.
King Winter, 30 cts. Caught Napping. 30 ct.
ChrUtmas Gift. 23 cts. Message of Xinaa, 30 Cts.

8EXD FOU I.ISTS.
LYON & HEALY, CHICAGO.

OZiITXIt DITSOX fc CO.. Boston.

TTTB

SETH THOMAS

WATCH
isfWaiGhisiAsneri

for ffa Prk.

rErSSEUVJ "JP0"Et.
Publications, irtth Maps,NP MINNESOTA.

".nTJXIT DAKOTA. 1IOXTA- -
IIIAIIO. WAHHIJiCTOf and

nnrcilN. the Tree Government Lands
and- - Loir Price Kallroad Lands In tho

.- IN. St....-- ,- 7UC RPRT
AGRICULTURAL. CRAZINC andjTIM

BER LAMDS Jfw OPE.V TO SErruats.
HAILED FJIEE. Address,

Land Cnw N. P. IL IL, HT. PAUL, 3UNS.

THE NEW DEPARTURE DRUMS
are msde with patent doable acting rods ana

folding knee rest. Light,
t substantial and handsome.
I Used in the best Bands and
Orchestras. Vneqnalcd for
tone, surpass all other in

i t 1 o 9.1 finish and appearance. If
T Us nearest Music dealer does

I not keep them, write to us
for illustrated catalogue.

LYON & HEALY, Chicago, III.

Look Out
fop

HE ONLT TSUS

XUl purify ti Bt-OO- rekt
tja LIVER and KIDNEYS "J

, ltTglOBE the TTKA r.TH aadVIS.
0 Cf TOHia. Bjrta,YraM
DlAliU. lnuiceauoBsc oa
Streacta aad Tired FsaUnsab- -

BOlcioly cured: Eones. mis.
claa aadstrres KeelT.

force. EnUvMui the minS
and tuppllc urain .rowi r.

KeTeriiiff frca ecmplalDtai
mjmIIi. .nthiklr my trill BadLADIES LiBB-- HAaTSX-- a IROK--

TOXIO a saf s aad speedy cur. Gives a dear. aeai.
thy complexion. Frscuent attempts at epoattrlelt.
insoaly add to th. popularity of tho erlciaal.
not experiment set tha OMGrsax. 3fO Brsv.

M Dr. HARTErV LIVER. PIU8 A
Cut Consupatloa.tiTr Complaint aad Sto

9 Headache, Bampla Dose aad Xraja 3oo
Vmtllsdoa receipt ottwoeenta In pottajo. y
THEDR.HARTER MEDICINE COMPANY,

Sc. Louis. Mo.

XOW EEIX THCIIt

UNRIVALED ORGANS
On the EASY KIBE system, payments at tho
rate otsa-S- S per month, np. 100 styles. ST5 to KM).
Send for Catalogue with full partlcalars.mallcd free--

UPRIGHT PIANOS,
Con'trncted on the new method of stringing, on
similar terms. Send for descriptlTe Catalogue,
mailed free.
HASON & HAMLIN ORGAN AND PIANO CO.

Boston, New York, Chicago.

Lend for is Landless !
Araonc; the varied cnl valnablo jDremlum p ffBrert

toeubscriIersoftheOlIA5L3L'iVi:itI."V p;K
are three cUhtv-acr- o laras. One of these

with orchsrd and good frame house locates.
In Hall Countv.Nebraskajiear Grand

city of 7,'JOO population. Tho other farms are lo-

cated In Howard Ocunty. Nebraska, ar.d Y ooChurr
Countv.Iowa. Sample eooles with:full particulars,
mailed free. Address THE TtKE I'lJlSJLIatt-lXC- k

COSFAOii Umnbu, "ebralta.
WANT TO MAKE

isy luu mom EY?
If so. send H immediately tor an outfit andseenrs
StfEEnSE BILL BYE'S NEW BOOK.
est Humorist living. hs millions of admirers act!
his book will be bousht by everybody. This Is tho
best chance for making money easily and rapidly
that has been offered for years. Most liberal terms
and choice territory given if you applr at onoa.
500 large oaces axiplctures. Price. sJa.TG.

A. Z. UKV1S 4 CO.. Publisher. CHICAGO. Irr

L. t58 SC-S- 3

PAYSlhe FREIGHTm ht..,,.. c.l..a vu c4wia ww
Iran Lctct. bird Hcsrlnxi. Bit
Tars Beta sad lWtsi Sax f

S60.TrtTTtitttie. Far fret prietKa
k nesuoa uis r sad sUdrivE5svvliC i..r m

BI.Nt'HAJJITON. N. 3T

should meet tho eyeot

TlilS any lady guffcrinjr with-thos-

TERUIBLB BACK-ACO- ES

CCd KXCBrClA- T-

1XG Periodical Pains, or any of thos
AVBAKNES5K3 women aro so much af-
flicted with, she can leant how to euro
herself of them, while Kalnlnir strength,
.mi pl hf-li- hr color at same tim. br

SlMrLT cxrriNO ot'T this advertisement and pln-ni- nn

it on a sheet of paper, and inclosing it with her
iioSE'ir.v'rarEXT associattos. .

No. 15)8 Pearl Street, BLTl'ALO, N. .

?&? YOU ASTHMA?KdVPIUYKTHEjjwgVJ POPUAM'3 ASTHMA SPECIFIC
tires prompt sad psiUT roilstlaSTcrj cut
aB(ltbJtUIiltl;lUAbI.UH.

sjjg&SJasS" sad S(Tteit: to ai. SitsblUhtd TWEXTT
YKAKS.iadiGMbTSll.DrtJriiiU. TltlAL
PACKAGE sad rimpilet vx.rjz dta&I&r&al UtiL 3sdhrrre Pickigs saiTSY IT.

T. rornAU co.,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

RRIHD yur own Bonf
Shells'.

ORAUAM Flour and t.'orfi
in the gS JECyvrtfiaTVTTTiX.tHdS'SSx ij )
Mi.f.TnnwTnildntn kcptilnDOEtl

irv. Also POWER 3IH.T.H and FAKM
FEC MILLS. Clrc-la- rs and Testimonials sent
on application. "WILSON BIXOS.,ton,ira.

FJM&mtiznx aJjRgJrggf .

CURES WHESE ALL HbE FAILS.

Beet Cough Syrup. Tastes good. Use
in time, sold by dru!rit3.

fS 2t0 or AM
Kim

without'
fceunle9 sneces

EXPEKIEVCE. CorutEsroxpENCB soucrraix.
MTXO B. STEVENS & CO

WASHINGTON. D. C. CLKVBLAOT. OinO-CU1CAG- O,

ILL. liiTXltOlT. illCli.

"Wanted in every County to act as our Aterrt.
Experience not neceary. Bend Mamn for lull
information. GitANN AN" lI7T3t;TlTK HV-JLSIX-

44 AJKUAUX. CINCINNATI, O.

WE WAKT YOUI JSSfSSS
employment to Ttrenect us la vrezj-count-

Salary J75 per month and expenses, or a.
larao commlIion on rales if prsf trred. Goods stapix
iyerr one buys. OutJSt and particulars Free.

BIANDAllD ECVWAKB CO.. BOSTON, MASS.

AGENTS WAITED SiSS?52J5BiSg
j. PATTEUNtf. lor raavmi: Itno.g? TUe. Hoods, Mittens, etcg bent by mall forSK CIUCO- -

CO.. TOLEDO. OHIO.

rIIDTIIDtr relieved and cured by Dx. J. A. Jrrx!
nUI I MviU jiih'i method. Tbo-- e who can net
avail themselves of personal attendance can bvr
Home treatment appliance ud curative ie- t for fl
only. Send stamp for circular. 'Si Broadway. N, Y.

fa CHOLERA f?icSEG-raros- .
K AlklMWHK f.t.j-.l.w- tX..Awn. In UflHf. n.4

Teza Fcvrr In Cattle. Address C. S.
GKIFFITH & CO aiurpbysboo, HL

LSflPfiST STUDY. Book-keepin- g, Business
IsUnii. Form- -, lVnraanhlp, Arithmetic. Short,
band. etc.. thorocrlily tanpht by mall. Clr"ulars
free. EUSINEia COLLtGl., Buffalo, N. If--

P 3 8 3 5 M A B 1 T tfSL-iS- :

,. .... Tn.. ...ft..... ... Af ll.n.luilM TlftT
'free. I)li. C.J. WfiATlIEltBir. Kansas City, Jio--

TO S3 A SAT. Samples worth SI .H&
FKEE. Lines not uncertnenorse-sieei-

. nnia
SKKnSTXS EAirrX KEU UOUlSCO.,UUj,-Uta- .

EM
WATPMPQ f ELGIN MAKK at wholesale. Alsoni I wnCo Breeder of Spottxjj Poxirs. list
of both for stamp. B.'H. ilcLAlN, Forreston. I1L.

M bv fasjsjsn ouslncdfortia by R-- Mzciwrnszsv
IT H 1 SLti a Attorney, SC Louis, Ma Advici irf.

A.N.K.-- D. No. 1114

WHEN IVIilTlNG T) ADVEUTISEK8,
please say you saw tho Advertisement ia
this paper.

the

Youth's Companion

$1500 Priz

IRON
TONIC

KH8iroWiHBIlBI

Serial
To fagfe Jan. 1st In BgM Cters-ft5wi- ntL

"BLIND BROTHER."
A TaJe cf tla Psflj!y-l- i fcfeas.

Two Millions of People Will Read St.

Tlia Companion is jrabllslied weekly. Price, $1.75 a Tear.
Specimen copies free. Please mention this paper.

Addict PERSY MASOfl C0.,43Tcpfe Place, Btsisi, Macs.

TJ f :J. -
,vr

i
-- L.t'.'i y.-M- .li 0


